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on the rook

bYMﬁi‘ray Chandler

E PROSPECT of qualifying
for the Plaza International grand-
master tournament lured a top
field to the 1987/88 Robert Jones

Investments New Zealand Champion-
ships. As four of the players (Small,
Sarapu, Ker and Dive) had, however,
already been selected for the tournament
they perhaps lacked the burning incen-
tive of the others. So a new name,
Jonathan Sarfati, joins the long list
already on the huge silver rook trophy.
The 1987/88 event was the 95th — New
Zealand has the second oldest national
championship in the world after Scotland.
~ For his efforts Sarfati also picked up a-
$2000 winner’s cheque — actually twice
the original prize. In conversation with
sponsor Bob Jones before the tourna-
ment, Vernon Small persuaded him to

| double the champlonshlp prize fund to

| Blackmar-Diemer Gambit (2. .

$6000. It was rather curious, therefore,

that neither Small nor Ortvin Sarapu'

seemed to make a serious attempt to

" challenge Sarfati. In the last round they

drew their game in only seven moves,
while Sarfati won with Black against
Olympiad squad co-member Robert
Smith. In a Soviet championship the
boards would have flowed with blood in
such-circumstances, and they play only
for roubles!

The 12-player Reserve Cham\onshlp
was . comfortably won by Leonard
McLaren a Wellington contemporary of

" Sarfati for many years.

This week’s miniature attacking game,
however, comes from neither of the two
championships. Although it was played in
the 67-strong Major Open event,;” which
‘anyone could join, it won the prize for the
best combination of the congress. -

ot FRENCH DEFENCE

W LYNN -1 McNALLY

1. d4 a5

2. ¢4 e6!?

Interesting psychology: although the
. dXed 3. £3)

is considered dubious, Lynn s a known

expert on it.

3. e5: (]

4. ¢3 6

After the usual 4. ... Ncg 5. Nf3 Qb6 I

.- suspect Lynn had in mind another gambit

‘New Zealand Championéhip

: Player - Club 3 i

1 Sarfati,J D Wellington X
2 Sarapu, 0 North Shore 73
3 Smali,VA North Shore- 0
4 Ker,AF Hutt Valley . Y,
-5 Green,EM: North Shore = %
6 . Dive, R J Civic Sy
1 Green,PR.~ Auckland Centre . 0
‘8 Garbett, P A . . North Shore 0
9, ‘Martin,BM S Otago )
1¢ Metge, I N -Civic 3 1
11 Stuart, PW North Shore 0
12 Smith, RW  Waitemata 0

line with 6. Bd3, where White latersacrzﬂces

the d-pawn.
5. Nf3 Nc6
6. Bd3 Qb6
7. 0-0 Bd7
8. exf6?

 This relinquishes the pawn outpost on e5
without good reason — 8 Rel was much
more promising.

8y s NXxt6
9. Qe2 Bd6
10. Be3 cxd4
11. Nxd4 Nxd4
12. Bxd4? Qc7
13. g3 0-0

Black has completed his development har-
moniously and threatens a ecentral pawn
roller with . . . eb.

14. 14 Rae8
15. Nd2 -~ e
16. fxe5 Bxe5
17. Bxe5 Rxe5
18. Qf2 -Bh3
19. Ni3 RhS
20. Rfel Ngd
21. Qe2

/

“u it
0
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215 Nxh2! '
A neatly calculated exploitation of the
weakened Whate kingside. 21. KXh2 Bf1
discovered check winning the queen, and 21.
NXh2.Qxg3 ch 22. Khl Bg4! Jollowed by 23.
. Bf3 are decisive.
- 22 “Qxh2 -Bgd -

Avoiding any complications after 22. . . .
RXf3 23. Re8 ch Kf7 24. Re3 (to meet 24. . . .
RXe3 with 25. Qf2 ch) -although Black still
wins easily with 24. ... Qb6 25. Rel Rxe3

26. Qf2 ch Rf3.

23. Nh4 Qb6 ch

24. Knl Rxh4!
_ 25. Resigns

. If 25. gXh4 Bf3 ch etc or 25. QX h4 Bf3 ch.
26. Kh2 Qf2 ch 27. Kh3 Qg2 checkmate. W
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